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Community leaders across Albany are strategizing on ways to improve access to education and 

resources for residents in public housing, so that they can become more self-reliant. 

Albany Housing Authority hosted a strategic planning session Thursday afternoon, encouraging 

leaders to hone in on ways that they can help residents prepare for independent living, while 

decreasing their dependence on government assistance. 

"A lot of residents are always operating from a perspective of survival, although the GED is 

important, that's going to take some time for me to do. And in the mean time, I've still gotta eat. 

I still need a place to live...I still want to be happy. So what happens in between that," said 

William Myles, who is the CEO of the Albany and Lee County Housing Authority. 

Representatives from Albany Tech, Aspire, Phoebe Health Systems and more attended the 

session. The end goal, according to Myles, is to provide residents with all the tools they need to 

successfully transition from living in government housing to owning their own home. 

"Home ownership is a reality, but sometimes our homeowners don't know it, and so informing 

them, educating them, giving them that avenue, how can we better do that?" explained Myles. 

"Today is the beginning of bringing everybody together from the different areas of the 

community to figure out a plan or a strategy to get our residents to self-sufficiency." 

A housing conference diving deeper into what was discussed during the planning session is 

slated to take place in the next three months. 

"A lot of times there's a lot of stigma on our residents about them living in public housing for a 

long period of time, them not having a pathway out to self-sufficiency and things like that," 

Myles added. "Trying to move people from point A to point B, they have to understand, number 

one, what is self sufficiency? What is self reliance? Being able to hold yourself accountable. Being 

able to do certain things without certain assistance. And, what is self worth? Because, a lot of 

that is a mind-shift." 

 


